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Disagreement between Mysticism and Sufism & their effect on Quranic
commentary

Abstract

Mysticism means ways or paths that one mystic choose to identify the truth.
Sufism is meant to purify the heart from God through asceticism and virtuousness.
Mysticism and Sufism despite their superficial similarities in some ethos, but
historically have been fundamentally distinct from each other. Mysticism rooted in
Quran and traditions of Prophet, but Sufism has eclectic roots. The roots of the
Mystic is innate that take human beings toward asceticism, and leads to self-
knowledge. But, Sufism went astray during the history and represented self-
interpretations of the Words of God and the infallible Imams. What is presented
today as a Sufism is certainty away from truth. Quranic interpretations are
according to inner manner which has achieved through Dhikrs, spiritual activities
and thinking in human beings; if they were true and believable then they will
become a belief for one person and would not be transferable to others. As a result
of these revelations, incorrect and self-centered interpretations cannot be regarded
as a source of Qur'an’s interpretation.

Key words: Mysticism, Sufism, interpretations, Quran, self-interpretation.
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