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Abstract

In the digital age, the expansion of virtual media has posed new educational challenges for
religious families, requiring a rethinking of parenting strategies. Islamic media education, as a
value-based and identity-oriented approach, can play a significant role in guiding children in their
interaction with media. This qualitative study aims to design a native model for Islamic media
education within religious families, based on four key dimensions: conceptualization of Islamic
media education, analysis of generational differences, critique of Western theories, and
formulation of an Islamic counseling framework for families. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews with religious parents in Ahvaz and analyzed using thematic analysis. The
study population included seminary-based and general families with active religious orientation.
Findings indicate that Islamic media education, grounded in awareness-building, ethical guidance,
and participatory supervision, can strengthen parental authority and foster balanced, responsible,
and identity-conscious development of the next generation in the media environment. This model
offers practical insights for enhancing religious upbringing in Iranian families.
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