Investigating the relationship between individual and social happiness in Farabi's utopia.

Zinat shojaei’

Abstract:

Farabi, a prominent Islamic philosopher, combining Greek philosophical teachings and divine
teachings, presents a comprehensive theory of an ideal society that considers happiness not as
an individual matter, but as a phenomenon dependent on social structure. He believes that
humans can only achieve their desired perfection in a rational and virtue-oriented
environment, and a wise society is the basis for this individual growth. The wise leader in
Farabi's system plays a fundamental role in guiding society, because the realization of social
order and cooperation requires the existence of a wise ruler who takes charge of directing
affairs. Farabi believes that human happiness is achieved through the acquisition of
theoretical and practical sciences and the cultivation of good morals; something that is not
possible without social cooperation. The desired society must be built on the basis of
cooperation and rational guidance to provide the basis for individual and social advancement.
Therefore, this study was conducted through a library and descriptive-analytical method, and
the data were collected by examining Farabi's works. The research findings show that the
relationship between individual and social happiness in Al-Farabi's theory of the utopia is
two-way; a society based on rationality and virtue enhances individual growth, and virtuous
individuals form the foundation of a superior society. In addition to its importance in classical
philosophy, this theory can provide a framework for analyzing contemporary governance and
social systems .
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