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Abstract

This research aims to re-examine the concept of childbearing within the intellectual framework of Nahj al-
Balagha and in response to the transformative advancements in artificial intelligence. It investigates whether
childbearing is merely a biological and familial act or an integral part of a higher civilizational mission
(mandate tamadduni) in the Islamic worldview. Using an interpretive-analytical method and conducting a
thematic analysis of sermons, letters, and aphorisms from Nahj al-Balagha, the study demonstrates that
childbearing is not only a human necessity but also a sacred dimension of divine vicegerency (khilafat Allah)
and Islamic civilizational structure. In this framework, procreation, upbringing, and the transmission of
divine values are imbued with cosmic, ethical, and civilizational significance. In contrast, developments in
artificial intelligence—particularly within transhumanist and posthumanist discourses—threaten this mission
by replacing human relationships and diminishing the value of natural reproduction. This article argues that
the Islamic perspective on childbearing offers a moral and civilizational response to the crisis of human
identity in the age of machines. The findings reveal that childbearing in Nahj al-Balagha is a value-creating
and civilization-building act, functioning as a counter-hegemonic force against the replacement of human
beings by artificial systems. Thus, childbearing, when understood as a divine mission, emerges as a profound

act of cultural resistance and spiritual continuity

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Civilizational Mission, Islamic Ethics, Khilafat Allah, Nahj al-Balagha,
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