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Abstract

Technological transformations, particularly in the field of Artificial Intelligence (Al), have created
unprecedented opportunities and challenges for human societies. One of the most critical challenges is the
proliferation of deviant sects and pseudo-intellectual movements within the framework of digital media and
intelligent algorithms. These groups exploit data power, behavioral modeling, and psychological techniques
to undermine the religious and cultural identity of younger generations. The central question of this study is:
What strategies does “ethical governance in Nahj al-Balagha” offer for identifying and confronting these sects

in the digital era?

Using a descriptive-analytical method and based on Nahj al-Balagha along with the works of Shi’a Muslim
scholars, this article explores the ethical foundations of Alawi governance. The findings reveal that principles
such as justice, critical rationality, social supervision, faith-based education, and cultural protection provide
an effective framework for confronting new intellectual deviations within Al-driven environments. A
comparative analysis with Western theories of digital governance demonstrates that while secular models are
primarily focused on data control and hard power, Alawi governance combines justice and spirituality, thereby
reinforcing communal identity and intellectual resilience. Consequently, Alawi governance can serve as a
foundational model for developing an ethical framework for the application of Al in addressing the threats

posed by deviant sects in the contemporary world.
Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Alawi governance, Artificial Intelligence, deviant sects, social justice
Introduction

The contemporary world is witnessing the rise of what may be termed a “digital civilization,” driven by
Artificial Intelligence and data-based technologies. While Al offers significant potential for scientific,
economic, and social development, it also provides fertile ground for emerging threats. Among the most critical
of these threats is the reproduction and spread of deviant sects in cyberspace. By employing machine learning
algorithms, behavioral data analysis, and targeted content generation, such groups have rapidly expanded their

influence, particularly among younger generations.

Nevertheless, Islamic history shows that deviant sects are not a new phenomenon. During the caliphate of
Imam ‘Ali (a), movements such as the Khawarij, Nakithin, and Qasitin emerged by distorting religion and
exploiting public emotions, plunging the Muslim community into severe crises. Imam ‘Ali’s response to these
groups embodied a model of “ethical governance,” grounded not in blind repression but in rationality, justice,

moral counsel, dialogue, and—when necessary—decisive defense of the truth.

Today, the Muslim world faces a similar challenge, though with more sophisticated tools of deviation. New
sects and pseudo-spiritualities exploit digital media and Al algorithms to disseminate their doctrines more
rapidly and effectively. The central research question is therefore: What strategies of ethical governance in
Nahj al-Balagha can guide the identification and confrontation of deviant sects in the age of Artificial
Intelligence?



Answering this question requires three fundamental steps:

Revisiting the ethical principles of Alawi governance in Nahj al-Balagha, particularly in dealing with deviant

groups;
Analyzing the mechanisms of Artificial Intelligence in reproducing or reinforcing intellectual deviations;
Proposing a hybrid model of Alawi governance for managing contemporary digital threats.

Accordingly, this study seeks to integrate two seemingly distinct domains—Nahj al-Balagha as an authentic
source of ethical governance, and Al as a modern reality of social management—in order to provide a scientific
and practical framework for safeguarding the faith and identity of Muslim youth and society at large.
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