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Abstract

Former people and philosophers believed that the world is composed
of four elements - earth, water, fire and air - and earth has a central
place among them. This element gives stability to the other elements
and, in fact, maintains the structure of every living being. Apart from
this apparent definition, earth is the leaven of human creation, this
element is both closely related to the human race and at the same time
remains mysterious to them. Therefore, to understand this obvious but
ambiguous concept more deeply, one can refer to the verses and
narrations of the Quran - especially the verses related to the origin of
human creation - through which one can achieve a deeper
understanding of humanity and ultimately the divine existence.
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This thesis, which is compiled using a library method, seeks to
achieve a deeper understanding of the Caliph of Allah, which
undoubtedly helps in understanding God himself. Furthermore, this
study also examines the meaning of the term “turab”, the title “Abu
Turab”, one of the titles of Imam Ali (AS), by closely examining it,
which serves as a conceptual bridge to the main objective of the
research.

The analysis of the Quranic context shows that the term “turab” refers
to the existential essence of man — the essence into which man
transforms and is inspired after death. The term “tin” refers to the
existential essence of man that is measured and determined, not
created from nothing. Wherever in the Quranic context it is necessary
to emphasize the insignificance and inferiority of human existence,
the word “turab” — meaning cold and lifeless soil — is used.

When the terms “hama” and “masun” appear, they refer to the
thematic context of human guidance and deviation. This could
indicate the stages of human apparent development after "turab" and
"tin", as stated in the verse: "We created man from a putrid and moist
clay, then he became dry." However, the true essence of human
creation lies not in the clay itself, but in the divine spirit breathed into
it, which gives humanity the potential for guidance and misguidance.

Keywords: Turab, Tin, Hama, Masun, Salsal, Creation, Quranic
Semantics, Literal or Verbal Miracle of the Quran, Semantic Domain
of Soil in the Quran

109



University Of Holly Quranic Sciences and
KnowledgeFaculty Of Quranic Sciences of Tehran

M.A. Thesis
Field of study:Quran and interpretation

Subject

Analysis of verses containing words referring to soil in the
Quran based on the context, the purpose of the surah, and
interpretative narrations

Supervisor
Dr. Zohre Akhavan Moghaddam

110



Writer
Tayyebe Afzali Nasrabadi

Shahrivar 1404
September 2025

111



