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Abstract

The primary subject of this thesis is extracting the epistemological foundations of
Avicenna’s ideas on prophethood. According to Avicenna’s fundamental concepts in this
field, humans have different levels of reason. The prophet has the divine reason, the highest
level. Prophet’s audience are the masses. He receives a priori knowledge through intuition
from demiurge and uses his imagination to express it through analogy, simile, and
metaphor to be understandable for ordinary people. Masses are unable to understand a
priori knowledge. Instilling knowledge beyond their understanding into them leads them
astray. Avicenna believes that when the prophet of Islam discusses subjects such as
monotheism, resurrection, and the ascension of the prophet of Islam into heaven, he talks
mystically. The realities are downgraded to meet the understanding of the masses. From his
point of view, religion has an appearance and a reality. Masses can understand the
appearance of religious knowledge. However, the reality of religion can only be understood
by philosophers and scholars whose knowledge comes from the same source as the
prophet’s but is at a lower level. Avicenna uses this philosophical foundation to clarify the
reality of religious rites and gives hermeneutics for Quran verses and quotes from the
prophet of Islam in his numerous works. He believes a priori knowledge of religions is
stated briefly by the prophets. The task of understanding them and giving detailed
interpretations falls on the shoulders of scholars. This view integrates religion and
philosophy. Philosophy is not in conflict with religion. It explains the realities prophets
brought to us.

Keywords: epistemology Avicenna, prophecy, metaphor , Wisdom, Imagination.
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